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U.S. History Honors
Beginnings to the turn of the 20th Century 

Welcome to U.S. History Honors.  This course examines United States history from the days of Pre-Columbian Native American civilizations to roughly the advent of American industrial and imperial ascent at the turn of Twentieth Century.  
Because this class is a precursor for Advanced Placement courses you will be held to a higher tier of responsibility and work load than in the regular U.S. Studies classes.  In this class you will be reading, researching, and analyzing primary and secondary documents.  You will be debating and interacting with various historical and modern ideas and issues as well as undertaking various individual and group projects that require extensive time and effort to complete.  There will be an extensive amount of writing – including things such as notes, research papers, book and article reports, and DBQ’s.  Further you will be given both formal and informal assessments in the mode of exams and summative essays.

This class is to be fun but it requires discipline and hard-work.  To get a jump-start on the upcoming 2017-2018 schoolyear you will be required to complete the below mentioned assignments over the summer.  Failure to complete and turn in these assignments by the first day of instruction will result in your removal from the class.  No exceptions to this rule.  Furthermore, observation of continued failure in the class over a period of time will result in your removal from the course.    
Here are your summer assignments:    
Assignment #1 – Historical Perspectives Readings & Essay 



           180 pnts
There are two books that we will on occasion be discussing and reading in this class.  They are:
1. Paul Johnson’s “A History of the American People”
2. Howard Zinn’s “A People’s History of the United States”
You will need to be able to either rent them from a library or download them offline.  I would not buy them!  Simply go to my website – mreshistory.weebly.com – and click on the dropdown section under U.S. History Honors.  There you will find pdf files of both books.  It will take a while for you to download them to your computer but overall this saves time and money.   

Johnson and Zinn are/were two prominent historians who have very different approaches to the topic of United States history.  What you need to do first is read the following from both books: 

· Chapters 1 and 2 in Howard Zinn 

· Pages 1-61 in Paul Johnson 

After reading them I want you to construct an essay in which you will compare and contrast their approaches to the same historical material.  Answer the following specifics as you construct your essay:

· How are their styles and approaches in presenting the same historical material different and similar?  *think & write about: sources used, data used, language & writing styles, ideological perspectives*
· YOU MUST GIVE SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE READING when comparing & contrasting them!  Example: How does each man approach Christopher Columbus, his legacy and actions?  

· You MUST have at least 4 separate examples discussed in your essay! 
· Do a quick internet search for some biographical information on Howard Zinn and Paul Johnson to better understand who they are and what their ideological bents are/were.   

· Take a position on which historians account seems to be “the best”?  Or are both?  Or are neither? You must justify WHY you have chosen what you have?    
· What do these two men’s histories tell you about the nature of history?  
· Specifics for your essay: It must be typed - Double-spaced - 12 point font - Times New Romans - Minimum 3 pages  - Sources cited in MLA format (any quotes or evidence must be cited w/ page numbers!!)  
Sources for writing your essay:

· http://www.citationmachine.net/mla/cite-a-website (how to create MLA citation)
· https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/ (how to do in text citations)

Assignment #2 – Film Reviews 
                      





             60 pnts

The U.S. History Honors film review assignment is designed to supplement student knowledge of a particular historical period, person(s), event, or institution through the analysis of a related film. What you need to do is watch at least 4 separate historical films with historical content covering from the beginnings of U.S. History (Pre-Columbian Indians) to roughly 1900 and then write a brief summary.

For the film reviews, you are responsible for critically viewing the film, evaluating its historical accuracy, and writing an overall evaluation following the guidelines provided. You will be expected to complete 3 total film reviews, each one being one (1) page typed.  You will lay out your Film Review as such:
Film: 


Name of the film?

Date and Time: 

When did you watch the film?

Synopsis: 

What was the movie about?  Give a good solid paragraph overview.

Historicity: 

Name some things that they got right and they got wrong.  At least 2-3 for each.  

Rating:


What is your opinion of the movie?  One to five stars?  Like or dislike?  Why?  

EXAMPLES OF FILMS TO WATCH: 
	· The Crucible (1996) – Salem witch trials; Puritans (PG13) 

· Squanto: A Warriors Tale (1994) – About Squanto (PG) 

· Last of the Mohicans (1992) – French & Indian War (R) 

· John Adams (2008)—HBO series of John Adams 

· TURN, AMC (2014) – Washington Spies (PG13) 

· The Crossing (2000) – Washington; Battle of Trenton (PG13) 

· Benedict Arnold: A Question of Honor (2003) – Life story (PG13) 

· Revolution (1985) – About the Revolutionary War (PG13)

· The Patriot (2000) – Revolutionary War (R) 

· Amistad (1997)—Trans Atlantic Slave Trade (R) (includes nudity & racial violence) 

· Roots – Path of Diversity in America 

· The Alamo (2004) – About the battle (PG13)

· 12 Years a Slave (2013) – Antebellum slavery (R) 

· ROOTS (1977 or 2016) – Mini-series on slave family over time (PG13)

· Gettysburg (1993) – decisive battle of the Civil War (PG) 

· Glory (1989) – Civil War; African-American regiment 54th Massachusetts (R) 

· God’s and Generals (2003) – Civil War (PG13) 

· Gone With the Wind (1939) – Antebellum and Civil War South (PG) 

· Lincoln (2012) – President Lincoln & the Civil War (R) 

· The Conspirator (2010) – Conspiracy to assassinate Lincoln (PG13) 


	· Gangs of New York (2002) – Civil War era cities and immigrants (R) 

· Far & Away (1992) – Immigration & Western Frontier Land Grab (PG13) 

· Dances with Wolves (1990) – Western Frontier & Indian Wars (PG13) 

· Into the West (2005) – Mini-series on Frontier life & Indian Wars (PG13) 

· Geronimo: An American Legend (1993) – About Geronimo’s life (PG13) 

· How the West was Won (1962) – Western Frontier Life (G) 

· The Searchers (1956) – Western Frontier & “The Cowboy” (G)

· Bury my Heart at Wounded Knee (2007) – Indian Frontier Wars (PG13)

· Tombstone (1993)— Law & Order on the Western Frontier (R) 

· True Grit (2010) – Law & Order on the Western Frontier (PG13) 

· Wyatt Earp (1994)—Law & Order on the Western Frontier (PG13) 

· Little Big Man (1970) –Sand Creek Massacre (PG)



There are tones more to choose.  Just search and find!
*Note: For you to know the historical accuracies and shortcomings of the films you may have to do some research!*

Assignment #3 – Colliding Cultures Reading  




           110 pnts
We need to hit the ground running when you return to school, thus you will need to be familiar with the beginnings of U.S. Studies – focusing on the Atlantic world during the 16th and 17th Centuries.  You will read about Native American cultures, early Africa, and Medieval Europe and how they all collided with one another after 1492.  To do this, you have an online textbook reading on my website – mreshistory.weebly.com.  Go to U.S. HONORS, click UNIT 1, click the first file that says “Colliding Cultures Reading.”  Do EVERYTHING HIGHLIGHTED on your OWN PAPER, typed or written.  

ALL SUMMER WORK WILL BE DUE THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL!
Failure to complete summer work and submit on the first day will result in your removal from the class!
This work is 350 pnts in total, so doing poorly will hurt you greatly starting off the school year!!!
Summer Work








