
HOW DOES A NATION 
LOSE ITS SOUL?



forgetting



“Where they burn books, in the 
end they will also burn people”

- Heinrich Heine, German Poet –



“The soul of the German people can again express itself. These flames not only 
illuminate the final end of an old era; they also light up the new. Never before 
have the young men had so good a right to clean up the debris of the past…”
JOSEPH GOEBBELS, 1933



Fire oaths



Karl Marx

Freud
Einstein

Hemingway

Kafka h.g. wells

Voltaire

Tolkien

Adam smith

c. 1,500 authors banned



THE INVASION OF MEMORY

Foch railway car

Dinant monument

Heroes of the Black Army in Reims



HIJACKING RELIGION

“Hitler’s fight and Luther’s teaching are 
the best defense for the German people.”



FOUNDING THE GERMAN STATE CHURCH

THE CROSS WAS NOT HEAVY ENOUGH

The Jews NAILED Christ TO THE CROSS and believed him 
dead. He is risen. HE IS RISEN. THEY BEAT GERMANY AND SAID IT 
WAS DEAD AND IT IS MORE OUTSTANDING THAN IT WAS BEFORE

For work & 
bread choose 

Hitler



REICH CULTURE CHAMBER CREATED
SEP 1933

“[The Reich Chamber of Culture exists] in order to pursue a policy of German culture, it is 
necessary to gather together the creative artists in all spheres into a unified organization 
under the leadership of the Reich. The Reich must not only determine the lines of progress, mental 
and spiritual, but also lead and organize the professions” JOSEPH GOEBBELS, 1933



House of German art



Jud Süß 1938

THE ETERNAL JEW 1938



The poison mushroom 1938

Science textbook 1934



PROPOGANDA



“A steady diet…of falsifications and 

distortions made a certain impression on 
one’s mind and often misled it”

- William Shirer, American Journalist in Germany–



“t0 learn who rules over you, 
simply find out who you are 

not allowed to criticize.”
- Voltaire, French Philosopher –



"ALL OF GERMANY LISTENS TO THE FÜHRER WITH THE PEOPLE'S RADIO“ (1936)

CONSOLIDATING THE MEDIA
Buy up competing media 

.

.
Silence & intimidate competing media

.

.
Deny access to alternative news

.

.
Use media to push a collective narrative

In 1933 4,700 newspapers existed
In 1945 1,100 newspapers existed



EXAMPLES OF CENSORSHIP
▪ Closing down or taking over anti-

Nazi newspapers

▪ Controlling what news appeared 
in newspapers, on the radio, and in 
newsreels

▪ Banning and burning books that the 
Nazis categorized as un-German

▪ CONTROLLING TEXTBOOK PUBLISHERS



“The Nazi Party protects the people. Your fellow comrades need your 
advice and help, so join the local party organization.



“National health, national community, child protection, protection of mothers, 
care for travelers, are the tasks of the NS-Welfare Service. Join now!”



The Banner Bearer

whether in luck or in 
misfortune, whether in 
freedom or in prison, i
have remained true to 
my flag, which today 
is the state flag of 
the German empire

- Adolf Hitler -





Long Live Germany!



Children, what do you know about the Fuhrer?



“One People, One Country, One Leader”





CONSOLIDATING THE MASSES
MAXIMIZE SOCIAL PRESSURE THROUGH

• Crisis overload 

• Reaction over thinking

• Stigmatizing OPPOSING VIEWS

• Silencing OPPOSING VIEWS

• Holding PUBLIC PLEDGES








