


HOW DOES A NATION 
LOSE ITS SOUL?



CHAOS & CRISIS



“Power on the one side, fear on the other, 
are always the buttresses on which 

irrational authority is built.”
- Erich Fromm, German Psychoanalyst –



By 1922, at least 354 government members 
and politicians had been murdered



HITLER BECOMES HEAD OF NAZI PARTY
JULY 1921



BEER HALL PUTSCH
Nov 1923





MEIN KAMPF
JULY 1925



BASIC BELIEFS
❖ Utopian State unifying all 

German peoples

❖ Racial purification (“the 
master race’)

❖ Lebenstraum (“living space”) 
for Germans) 

My Struggle





GERMAN FEDERAL ELECTION
NOV 1932 585

196 seats 33%





HITLER APPOINTED CHANCELLOR
JAN 30, 1933





BURNING OF THE REICHSTAG
FEB 27, 1933



GERMAN FEDERAL ELECTION
MARCH 5, 1933 647

288 seats 44%



ENABLING ACT

Emergency powers to 
deal with crisis

Suspended 
constitutional rights

Mar 23, 1933



ALL POLITICAL PARTIES ARE BANNED
JUL 1933



NIGHT OF THE LONG KNIVES
JUNE 1934



DEATH OF HINDENBURG
AUGUST 1934



INDOCTRINATION



“Your child belongs to us already.
What are you? You will pass on. Your 

descendants…in a short time will know  

nothing else but this new community.”
- Adolf Hitler, nov. 1933 –



TO SHAPE THE FUTURE, GET THE KIDS
▪ DISCONNECT FROM OLDER GENERATIONS

▪ CONTROL LEARNING

▪ GIVE A NEW FUTURE & IDENTITY 

▪ RADICALIZE & EMPOWER 



"Youth serve the leader: All ten-year olds into the HJ."



97% of all public school teachers, some 300,000 
persons, had joined the League by 1936. In fact, 
teachers joined the Nazi Party in greater 
numbers than any other profession.



EMPOWERING STUDENTS
▪ CRAFT FRATERNITIES & 

STUDENT ORGANIZATONS

▪ ELIVATE STUDENTS OVER INSTRUCTORS

▪ INTIMIDATE & SILENCE OPPOSING OPINIONS

▪ RADICALIZE & EMPOWER 

"Students/Be the Führer's propagandists." 








