
History 
Its Nature, Method, & Meaning



What is 

History?



HISTORY 
IS LIKE 

A PUZZLE





What caused 

the footprints?  

Was it raining & windy 

before this picture?

INFERENCE
Definition: A logical conclusion or 

opinion based on the available 
evidence, our reason & our experiences 

Put another way:
It is filling in the puzzle 

pieces you don’t have 

by using the puzzle 

pieces you do have!   



HISTORY 
IS LIKE 

FORENSICS



Inference in Crime Cases
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HISTORY

What 
happened?

When did it 
happen?

Where did it 
happen?

Who was 
involved?

Why did it 
happen?

Why does it 
matter?

Who’s the most 
important?

How does it 
shape today?



How do we actually 
date the past?



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dating_methodologies_in_archaeology

We can measure the physical, chemical, and life properties of  

objects to get a date. (Known as Absolute/Chronometric dating) 

EXAMPLE

Radiocarbon 14 dating

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dating_methodologies_in_archaeology


Carbon 14
Dating

Single Stage Accelerator Mass Spectrometer



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dating_methodologies_in_archaeology

Stratigraphy Dating

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dating_methodologies_in_archaeology


DNA
Dating

Thermoluminescence

Dating



ARTIFACT DATING
Style of art, architecture, writing, language, pottery…ect



CHRONOLOGY
The sequential 
arrangement 

of events
Causation/Continuity & Change  

PERIODIZATION
The categorizing             

of the past
Contextualizing & Interpreting 



What fields of study 
assist the enterprise              

of historical 
investigation?







Questioning evidences 

trustworthiness 
Who wrote it?  When, 

where, why, how?

Focused Reading for accuracy
Word Usage.  Evidence.  Claims.  Perspectives.

Understanding 

background 

influences
Circumstances. 
Then versus now.
Biases, Values, Customs.

Comparing 

Evidences
What do 
Other sources
Say?  Agree vs. Disagree.  



THE

PAST
The TRUTH 

of  events
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DIVERSE 

FIELDS 

of 

STUDY

HISTORICAL 

THINKING 

SKILLS



REASON

EVIDENCE REVIEW
Why was & wasn’t 

certain evidence used?  
Is the evidence making 

a cumulative case?

What explanation is the most 
probable & justifiable rationally? 

What do other scholars 
have to say?  

What perspectives are 
brought to the table?  



HISTORY
It’s Alive & Well



Antifa
Alt-Right

Neo-Nazis
BLM

Communists

KKK
Black 

PanthersSocial Justice



Ferguson, MO 
Riots 2014

Baltimore, MD 
Riots 2015

Berkley, CA Riots 2017 

Inauguration Day, 
DC Riots 2017

Charlottesville, 
NC riots 2017 

Antifa vs 
Alt-Right 2017 

Congressional 
Ballgame 

Shooting 2017 





KKK 
Origins 
1860s

Racial Segregation 
1860s-1950s

U.S. CIVIL WAR 
1861-1865

Desegregation 1950s

Constitutional 
Convention  

1787

Civil Rights 
1960sSlavery 1800s

Racial Riots
(i.e. Red Summer)




