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"USSR still lives in antagonistic 
"capitalist encirclement" with which 

in the long run there
can be no permanent peaceful 

coexistence…. In summary, we have 
here a political force committed 
fanatically to the belief that…it is 
desirable and necessary that the 

internal harmony of our society be 
disrupted, our traditional way of life 

be destroyed, the international
authority of our state be broken, if 

Soviet power is to be secure…. 
Problem of how to cope with this 

force is undoubtedly the greatest task 
our diplomacy has ever faced and 

probably the greatest it will ever have 
to face….  It should be approached 

with same thoroughness and care as 
solution of major strategic problem in 
war, and if necessary, with no smaller 

outlay in planning effort.“

1904-2005

George f. Kennan

https://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/116178.pdf

X-ARTICLE/THE “LONG TELEGRAM” (1947)
U.S. DIPLOMAT TO USSR

https://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/116178.pdf


“The more the war recedes into the past, the more 
distinct becomes two major trends in postwar 

international policy, corresponding to the division of 
the political forces operating on the international 

arena into two major camps: the imperialist and anti-
democratic camp, on the one hand, and the anti-

imperialist and democratic camp, on the other. The 
principal driving force of the imperialist camp is the 
U.S.A…. The cardinal purpose of the imperialist camp 

is to strengthen imperialism, to hatch a new 
imperialist war, to combat socialism and democracy, 
and to support reactionary and anti-democratic pro-
fascist regimes and movements everywhere. In the 

pursuit of these ends the imperialist camp is 
prepared to rely on reactionary and anti-democratic 

forces in all countries, and to support its former 
adversaries in the war against its wartime allies…. 

The anti-imperialist camp is backed by the labor and 
democratic movement and by the fraternal 

Communist parties in all countries, by the fighters 
for national liberation in the colonies and 

dependencies, by all progressive and democratic 
forces in every country. The purpose of this camp is 

to resist the threat of new wars and imperialist 
expansion, to strengthen democracy and to extirpate 

the vestiges of fascism.”

http://slantchev.ucsd.edu/courses/ps142j/documents/zhdanov-response-to-x.html

REPORT ON THE INTERNATIONAL 
SITUATION TO THE COMINFORM (1947)

1896-1948

ANDREY ZHDANOV
SECRETARY OF USSR COMMUNIST 
PARTY & ADVISOR TO STALIN

http://slantchev.ucsd.edu/courses/ps142j/documents/zhdanov-response-to-x.html
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“It must be the policy of the United States 
to support free people who are resisting 

attempted subjugation by armed minorities 
or by outside pressures."

TRUMAN DOCTRINE




